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Figure 21.  Maps showing mining claims by Public Land Survey System (PLSS) section in the study area for the Southeastern Oregon 
and North-Central Nevada Sagebrush Focal Area, Nevada and Oregon. A, Number of active lode claims and placer claims per section 
(Dicken and San Juan, 2016). B, Thirty-five year averages of the number of active lode claims by section for mining claims located 
between 1976 and 2010 (Causey, 2007, 2011).

¬«78

£¤95

£¤95

OWYHEE
COUNTY

ELKO
COUNTY

HUMBOLDT
COUNTY

HARNEY
COUNTY

MALHEUR
COUNTY

IDAHO

NEVADA

OREGON

116°00'117°00'118°00'119°00'

42°30'

42°00'

41°30'

Map
area

Study
      areas

IDAHO

MONTANA

OREGON

WYOMING

UTAH
NEVADA

WASHINGTON

Base data

USGS study area boundary

Proposed withdrawal areas

Proposed withdrawal additions

State boundaries

County boundaries

Base modified from U.S. Geological Survey DEM data, 2016.
Roads and political data copyright © 2014 Esri and its licensors.
Boundary data from San Juan and others (2016).
USA Contiguous Albers Equal Area Conic Projection.
Central meridian, 118° W., latitude of origin, 37.5° N.
North American Datum of 1983.

0 10 20 30 40 50 MILES

0 10 20 30 40 50 KILOMETERS

Sheldon-Hart Mountain National Wildlife Refuge
Complex Study Area

Southeastern Oregon and North-Central Nevada 
Study Area

Southern Idaho and
Northern Nevada 

Study Area

Nevada additions

EXPLANATION

Number of active lode claims per section

1–8

9–21

22–36

37–51

52–82

Sections with only closed claims (including placer)

Sections with one or more active placer claims outlined in white

A

Mineral-Resource Potential    55

Figure 21.—Continued



Mineral-Resource Potential    5756    Geology and Mineral Resources of Nevada, Oregon, Idaho, and Utah

¬«78

£¤95

£¤95

OWYHEE
COUNTY

ELKO
COUNTY

HUMBOLDT
COUNTY

HARNEY
COUNTY

MALHEUR
COUNTY

IDAHO

NEVADA

OREGON

116°00'117°00'118°00'119°00'

42°30'

42°00'

41°30'

Map
area

Study
      areas

IDAHO

MONTANA

OREGON

WYOMING

UTAH
NEVADA

WASHINGTON

6.27–43.27

3.03–6.26

1.46–3.02

0.38–1.45

0.01–0.37

Base data

USGS study area boundary

Proposed withdrawal areas

Proposed withdrawal additions

State boundaries

County boundaries

EXPLANATION

0 10 20 30 40 50 MILES

0 10 20 30 40 50 KILOMETERS

Base modified from U.S. Geological Survey DEM data, 2016.
Roads and political data copyright © 2014 Esri and its licensors.
Boundary data from San Juan and others (2016).
USA Contiguous Albers Equal Area Conic Projection.
Central meridian, 118° W., latitude of origin, 37.5° N.
North American Datum of 1983.

Sheldon-Hart Mountain National Wildlife Refuge
Complex Study Area

Southeastern Oregon and North-Central Nevada 
Study Area

Southern Idaho and
Northern Nevada 

Study Area

Nevada additions

Thirty-five year average of the number of active lode claims by section

B

Figure 21.  Maps showing mining claims by Public Land Survey System (PLSS) section in the study area for the Southeastern Oregon 
and North-Central Nevada Sagebrush Focal Area, Nevada and Oregon. A, Number of active lode claims and placer claims per section 
(Dicken and San Juan, 2016). B, Thirty-five year averages of the number of active lode claims by section for mining claims located 
between 1976 and 2010 (Causey, 2007, 2011).
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